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“A Seasoned Affair”
by Kathy A. Kehrli

On summer days carefree and temporal,

We danced the passion dart of fireflies.
Tucked safe beneath the arbor of umbral,
Love barely blinks before it chokes and dies.

Yet autumn dawned; you breathed a hue of hope,
To tinge my jaded heart a fiery gold.

And to your hinted promises I groped,

Clinging as if one last desperate hold.

Like winter flecks of frosty flakes of snow,
My icy innards stirred then crystallized.
Blinded by the tempting prismic glow,
Too late your deceit finally realized.

As spring unfurls its annual debut,
I too must yet again begin anew.

Kathy Kehrli is a freelance copywriter/copyeditor
and published poet who owns and operates The
Flawless Word professional writing service. She is
a widely published poet whose work has appeared
in Sol Magazine and Spellbound.
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Sonnet Contest - Second Place
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Sometimes it takes a glass of milk to heal

a soul that’s been reduced to shredded rags.
First take a bunch of ripe bananas, peel

and slice them into pint-size freezer bags.
I'll say this nice and slow because I know

that you're my baby now. Put fruit in freezer.
Lie down and listen to the radio

and dream about a recipe to please her.

It’s time to process in your Cuisinart.

Pour in a bag of slices, add a cup

of whole organic milk, a tiny part

of frozen berries. Pulse it, whip it up.

Then serve the shake, with spoons, in special glasses.

With soothing sweetness, soon your trouble passes.

Poet Mary Meriam has received an honorable mention in poetry
from the Astraea foundation. Trellis has tested this recipe and found
it to be as delicious as this sonnet.
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It seems nobody cares about the heart -

a writer puts into each gentle piece.

A Predator will tear a poem apart,

and if it rhymes, the shots may never cease.
It seems nobody cares about the mind -

a writer builds new logic with his layers.

A Predator will scratch its eyes 'til blind -
another poem ravaged by a slayer.

It seems nobody cares about a dream -

a Predator will shake it from the sky.

They always think they know the better scheme.
Why write at all? I'm asking - tell me why!?
You might think twice to feed a Predator.
Oops, I made a typo ... Editor.

Bryon is a resident of Connecticut whose poetry has been featured
in numerous publications. This editor hopes that prey...sorry,
writers will be brave enough to check out our next issue which
features humorous poetry like Bryon'’s.
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Exploring Poetic Form
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Poet Biographies
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Sonnet Crossword

Across

. Stanza of four lines.

Kissing rhyme scheme.

Foetic forms which could be sung.
The "sonneto” was invented in this
language.

Mumber of syllables in iambic
pentameter line,

Ferfected the English sonnet form.

Erought sonnet form from ltaly to
England.

Ferfected the ltalian sonnet form.

Invented flowing rhyme scheme for
English sonnets.

stanza of six lines in sonnet.

e

16.

Down

Fopular meter for English poetry lines.
Mumber of lines in sonnet.
lIsual theme of sonnet.

Last two rhyming lines of English
sonnet form.

Wyrote 13th century sonnet sequence.
. Lazarus' sonnet on Statue of Liberty.

13.
15.

Alternating rhyme scheme.

Change in focus or mood between
stanzas.

Stanza of eight lines in sonnst.
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“In all beautiful art the essential thing is form.”

- Immanuel Kant



